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CLAIM LISTING 

1 . (currently amended) A method for budgeting financial resources in an automated 
fashion to provide a running balance, the method comprising: 

establishing a plurality of virtual financial accounts corresponding to budgetary 
categories overlaid upon an actual financial account; 

automatically aggregating transactions from a credit source at a rate that is more 
frequent than the normal reporting period for the credit source; 

allocating actual financial account deposit transactions to corresponding virtual 
accounts; and 

increasing the balance in a virtual financial account each time an actual credit 
purchase is made to create a virtual reserve for budgeting payment of the credit source. 

2-3. (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the credit 
purchase is made using a transactional account that is one of: 

(i) a credit account; and 

(ii) an equity account. 

5-9. (cancelled) 



10. (previously presented) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the automatic 
aggregation is accomplished by a computer device. 
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11-13. (cancelled) 

14. (previously presented) A system for selectively allocating funds for payment of a 
transactional accoxmt statement, the system comprising: 

an actual transactional accoiint configured for use in making purchases; 
a virtual budgetary account to which actual transactions are posted; 
a virtual reserve account that is increased by the amount of actual credit 
transactions; and 

a computer device that is configured to increase the balance of the virtual reserve 
account each time the actual transactional account is used to make a credit purchase, and 
wherein the computer device is configured to use the sum total of the virtual reserve 
account made on the available funds during a billing period for payment of the credit 
purchases on the actual transactional account for the billing period. 



15-20. (cancelled) 
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2 1 . (new) A method for budgeting financial resources in an automated fashion to 
provide a running balance, the method comprising: 

establishing a plurality of virtual financial accounts corresponding to budgetary 
categories overlaid upon an actual financial account; 

automatically aggregating credit card purchase transactions from a credit sovirce at 
a rate that is more frequent than the normal reporting period for the credit source; 

allocating actual financial account deposit transactions to corresponding virtual 
accounts; and 

increasing the balance in a virtual credit card payment financial accovint each time 
an actual credit card purchase is made to create a virtual reserve for budgeting payment 
of the credit source. 

22. (new) The method as recited in claim 2 1 , further comprising providing a user an 
opportunity to select one of the plurality of virtual financial accounts from which to decrease the 
balance as the balance is increased in the virtual financial account. 

23. (new) The method as recited in claim 21 , further comprising flagging funds in the 
actual financial account in the amount of the balance increased in the virtual credit card payment 
financial account whenever the balance in the virtual credit-card payment financial account is 
increased. 



Serial Number: 10/677,608 
Page 5 of 9 

24. (new) The method as recited in claim 21 , further comprising: 
transferring funds from the actual financial account into an actual credit card 

payment financial account so that the actual financial account maintains an actual balance 
matching the balance in the virtual credit card payment financial account; and 

paying the credit source the funds in the actual credit-card payment financial 
account upon receiving a credit-card bill at the normal reporting period for the credit 
source. 

25. (new) The method as recited in claim 21, wherein the method causes the balance 
in the virtual credit card payment financial account to equal the amount owed to the credit source 
as purchases are made using a credit card, whereby when a credit card statement is received the 
virtual credit card payment financial account includes sufficient fimds to pay off the credit card 
statement in full. 



